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Habitat for Humanity 
St. Paul Presbyterian is helping to build a house at 1929 Jefferson in Des Moines! 

Blessings to all who donate their time and talents! 

William and Maryôs Family 
 

 
 

William and Mary, along with their two daughterôs Monica and Julia, are excited to 
purchase their new Habitat home at 1929 Jefferson.  The family is anxious to move 
from their small apartment, behind a bike repair shop, where they have lived since 
moving to Des Moines nine years ago, to a place they can claim as their own. 
 
William spent two years in an Egyptian refugee camp prior to his family joining him.  
During the time in the refugee camp Mary began to lose her eyesight.  The prohibitive 
medical costs have prevented Mary from having surgery.  
 
Both Monica and Julia are working on their associateôs degree.  Monica is a student at 
Iowa Central Community College in Fort Dodge, where she is studying nursing and is 
on the track team.  Julia is working on a liberal arts degree from Des Moines Area 
Community College.   
 
ñI work in the cold all day at Swift foods in Marshalltown.  It is wonderful working on my 
house in the hot sun.ò William shared when asked what it was like working on HIS 
house. 
Thank You from the Homebuyer Family to the Sponsors & Volunteers: 
 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƘƻƳŜΦ  
¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ 
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  STEWARDSHIP ROAD 
USE OF OUR TALENTS, GIVING OF OUR LOVE 

                                                                                                                           by Dean Nihart 
Almost 18 months ago, I told you I would try to write about what I am learning related to stewardship.  
While there is so much to know and learn, what we can really strive to do together is try to become the 
types of stewards God calls us to be.  There is so much more to stewardship than the giving of money.  
There is the giving of our time, our talents, and ourselves. 
  
Look around at St. Paul and you will truly see how so many give so much, to make our hometown church a 
special place.  From the youngsters, who give of their energy, their enthusiasm and their willingness to 
help, to all ages of adults (staff and congregation members alike) who have provided guidance, leadership, 
and their time, to help create a wonderful church home.  While I cannot begin to name names, (I'd run out 
of room!)  I am certainly happy and lucky to be a part of a congregation that cares about following God, that 
cares about setting a good example and  wants our church to be a place to inspire, help build faith and be a 
loving home.  
  
So, as we explore different pieces of the stewardship puzzle, let's keep this four-letter word in the forefront 
of our thinking.....LOVE! 
In John 13:34-35, Jesus of Nazareth says, "A new command I give you:  Love one another.  As I have 
loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love 
one another." 
  
Traveling down the "Stewardship Road" together, remember how important it is that we give of our time, 
our talents, our treasures, and yes, give our love, just as Jesus asks.  This stewardship prayer is a way to 
ask for God's help, so we don't veer off the stewardship highway. 
  
     Gracious God, we praise and thank you 
          for the great power and tenderness of your love. 
     Everything we are and everything we have is a gift from you. 
     Fill our minds with Christ's truth and our hearts with his love, 
          so that in his Spirit we may be bonded together as a community of faith, 
          built into Christ's body, a parish family, a caring people. 
     In the name and spirit of Jesus, we commit ourselves 
          to be good stewards of the gifts entrusted to us, 
          to share our time, our talent and our material gifts  
          as an outward sign of the treasure we hold in Jesus. 
     Amen. 

 

                         PERCAPITA - $30/MEMBER          PLEASE MAKE THIS PAYMENT 
  
 There is an amount of money that we would request all members of St. Paul pay each year for what is called "Per 
Capita."  This is an every member tax that individual churches pay to support the work of the Presbyterian 
denomination.  The dollars go to the larger church and are shared by Presbytery, Synod and the General Assembly.  
It is used to help pay salaries, for the offices, staff and for programs run by the larger church. 
  
St. Paul is billed per member and we would really like to have 100% of our members make their payment this year.  
The per capita amount due for 2010 is $30/member.  None of this $30 stays with St. Paul, but if our members do not 
pay, then we are billed for the balance and it can be a real drain on our overall budget.   
  
Please make a check payable to St. Paul and note on the check that it is for "per capita."  You can give this to Jean 
Gilbert or simply place in the offering baskets on Sunday.  This is to be separate from your normal or regular pledge.   
  
Thank you for your consideration! 
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CONSIDER SAYING YES TO JOINING "SESSION" 
                                                                        OR BECOMING A DEACON 
                                                                                                                                                      By Dean Nihart 
  
 The nominating committee is looking for volunteers.  The Session needs two new members to help lead our church and 
the Deacons need one new member to help with the "caring and sharing" arm of our church.   
  
Here is my textbook definition of what the Session is:  The Session of a particular church consists of the Pastor and the 
Elders in active service.  All members of the Session are entitled to vote.  The session is responsible for the mission and 
government of the particular church. 
  
However, there is much, much more that can happen for those who take on the responsibility of becoming a leader in our 
church and a willing member of Session.  While I cannot speak for all Elders, past or present, I can speak for one...me. 
  
I was first asked to become an Elder in the fall of 2000.  While I was not sure I was cut out for this, I did ask questions, 
decided I would try my best, and was accepted in as a member of Session beginning in 2001.  I was a co-chair of the 
M&E committee.  For me, the experience was tremendously rewarding.  So much so, that when asked again in the fall of 
2008, I accepted and am now serving my second term as an active Elder, this time as chair of the Stewardship 
committee. 
  
While I don't have space to describe all the issues we dealt with from 2001-2003 or are working on now, I can tell you I 
have worked and continue to work with terrific people on Session.  What is the main constant among the group?  Well, in 
my opinion, it is that we all CARE about our church, our congregation, our children, our staff and our faith-building journey 
with God.  We don't always agree on what the right answers are, but we all are working toward a common goal, which is 
to make our church even more special going forward than it already is.  We are working behind the scenes to try to make 
St. Paul a better place. 
  
Currently, there are two openings on the Session.  One is a term that would last through 2012 and you would be a co-
chair of the Christian Education (CE) committee.  The other is a term that would last through 2011 and you would be a 
co-chair on the Membership and Evangelism (M&E) committee.  Do you have to have experience in these areas?  No, 
you do not.  Elders are asked to be spiritual leaders, be available, be willing to listen to people in the congregation, work 
with committee members in developing their particular committee work and deal with the fiscal policies as well.   
  
If you cannot join Session now, you may consider doing so in the future.  We have 3 openings every year as everyone is 
asked to serve a 3 year term, so 3 people rotate off and onto Session (and Deacons) each year.   
  
Currently these people are on Session: 
   *  John Temple 
  *  Valerie Nichols 
  *  Steve Huston 
  *  Sue Van Esson 
  *  Dean Nihart 
  *  Elizabeth Mills 
  *  Gary Wheeler 
  *  Pam Wilson 
  
Pastor John is the moderator of our Session and Megan Stange helps in this role as well, providing meaningful spiritual 
guidance, prayer and valuable insight. 
  
Please contact any of us if you have questions, want more information, or have an interest.  As one member put it, "all it 
takes to be on Session, is a caring attitude."  I firmly believe everyone on Session, and in fact, everyone that is at St. 
Paul, wants what is best for our church to grow, for our church to offer the proper spiritual guidance for our youth and 
people of all ages, and to offer a place of high moral fiber.  We have something very special here at St. Paul ("Your 
hometown church!"), and there are opportunities to help us create even more great things for our church on the horizon!  
Don't be afraid, join in!! 
 (For those of you who might like to be a Deacon, contact Pastor John or Marsha George!) 
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November 4   Outdoor Work Day 

2-5 p.m.  The crews will be removing some 
diseased trees and the old playground equipment.  

 

 

 

Green Days 
Parade 

 

High Seas Expedition 
VBS 

 

 


